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IT’S A 
DOG’S
LIFE
Percy the dog gives 
the scoop about living 
in Creekwood
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NEW SCHOOL’S  
INSPIRATION
A legacy of Respect, Activity 
and Health comes to life 

FROM RUSH TO 
RELAXATION
Busy restaurateurs share 
a recipe for life away from 
work and a hearty meal
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Nestled in the natural habitat surrounding Whitemud Creek, these 
two communities in the Chappelle neighbourhood feature vast 
wetlands, park spaces and an extensive trail system. You can enjoy 
the outdoors, all while being minutes away from a new K-9 school 
and other major amenities. 

Find your new home  
in South Edmonton.

a quiet calm | an urban escape | a convenient choice

Create the perfect home for your family at Creekwood. Easy access to 
major arteries and amenities, large parks and natural areas to experience 
— these are all the perks you can enjoy in your new home.

Make your choice at lifeincreekwood.com

an array of options | create the lifestyle of your dreams

Whether it’s the natural wetlands or access to amenities that draws you 
to Creekwood Collections, you’ll find more than just that here. Find your  
forever home or start the next stage of your life, and make it distinctly you.

Learn more at livethecollections.com
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ContributorsBuild roots in 
Ambleside with 
Averton Homes
Ample green space and natural 
aesthetics combined with 
nearby amenities and easy 
access to Anthony Henday 
Drive makes Ambleside ideal 
for homebuyers who want 
the best of both worlds. 

Averton.ca
E: Ambleside@Averton.ca
P: 780.638.0174

LISA CATTERALL        @lisacatts

Lisa Catterall is an Edmonton-based freelance writer and editor. Over the past  
decade, her writing has appeared in magazines like Avenue Edmonton, WHERE  
and The Tomato. When she’s not feverishly clacking away at a keyboard, she can  
be found enjoying many of our city’s culinary gems.

LIAM MACKENZIE        @liammackenziephoto

Born and raised in Edmonton, Liam Mackenzie is an editorial and portrait photographer 
with a diploma in Photographic Technology from the Northern Alberta Institute of 
Technology. Liam loves to capture Edmonton’s individuals, community and it’s many 
festivals on digital, 35 mm and medium format film. Liam has worked on unique projects 
and completed a photographic internship with Tanner Young Publishing Group.

ELIZA BARLOW        @gmligrl

Eliza Barlow is a freelance journalist based in Edmonton. She graduated with a 
Bachelor of Journalism degree from the University of King’s College in Halifax and 
has 16 years of experience covering crime, court, politics and community issues for 
metro daily newspapers, magazines and industry publications across Canada.

ADAM GOUDREAU        @adamgoudreau 

Adam Goudreau is an editorial and advertising photographer who takes photos of 
people, places and things that are a lot cooler than he is. On occasion, a group of 
people Adam doesn’t know recognizes him with an award for a photo. Adam thinks 
that’s great. Adam can also be found at MacEwan University, where he teaches 
students about composition, lighting, and other stuff a prof might talk about.



LifeinCreekwood.com   9   8   CreekLife | winter 2018

Area Amenities & Map

Public Transportation

Century Park LRT

Sport & Entertainment Facilities

William Lutsky YMCA   

River Ridge Golf Course

Windermere Golf Course (private)

Jagare Ridge Golf Course   

Cineplex Odeon   

Shopping & Dining

Currents of Windermere

Southgate

South Edmonton Common

Save-On-Foods   

Sobeys   

Schools (Public)

Harry Ainlay (Grades 10–12)

Ellerslie Campus (Grades K–9) 

Schools (Catholic)

Louis St. Laurent (Grades 7–12)

Mon. Fee Otterson (Grades K–8)

Churches

St. �omas More Catholic Church

St. Margaret’s Anglican Church

Victory Christian Centre

Ellerslie Road Baptist Church  

City Facilities  

Whitemud Crossing Library   

Ambleside ECO Recycling Station  

Grey Nuns Hospital   

Police (Fairway Community Station)

Southwest Edmonton Police Station

 

Fire Station #20
Fire Station #28
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SCHOOL IS IN
Donald R. Getty School 

is now open

MORE WALKING PATHS
Additional walking trails were 

completed south of Chappelle Way 
in the utility corridor

CREEKWOOD
Showhomes by Kirkland Homes, Klair Homes, 
Prominent Homes, Alquinn Homes and Homes by Avi.

CREEKWOOD COLLECTIONS
Showhome by City Homes now open!

41 Avenue Heritage Valley Trail

SHOWHOMES NOW OPEN

SHOWHOMES OPENING SOON

CONSTRUCTION

THREE ACCESS POINTS
Enter the Creekwood and Creekwood Collections 

neighbourhoods from 41 Avenue SW via Chappelle 
Way, Chappelle Road and Chappelle Vista

ROAD OPENING
Heritage Valley Trail from 41 Avenue 

to 141 Street opens this winter

CREEKWOOD COLLECTIONS

Estates of West Heritage Valley 
opening in Spring 2018. 

Beautiful homes by Hillview Master 
Builder and Ace Lange Homes.

 
Showhome parade in Crawford Grove 
(stage 39) by Kirkland Homes, 
Klair Custom Homes, Mill Street Homes 
and Triumph Homes
opening Spring 2018.

Alquinn 
7409 Creighton Place SW

Kirkland Homes 
7411 Creighton Place SW

City Homes 
8237 Chappelle Way

Klair Homes 
7405 Creighton Place SW

Prominent Homes 
7407 Creighton Place SW
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W
e often have friends and 
family come to stay with 
us throughout the year 
and there is nothing 

better than being able to offer up a 
comfortable, well styled guest room to 
say “welcome” to your home. When I 
am getting ready for house guests to 
arrive, I like to think about a few of the 
favourite things I’ve found at a B&B 
or boutique hotel and add those to the 
room – everything but the mini bar. 

Here are some small things you 
can do to help your guests feel com-
fortable in your home and to feel as 
though they are on a holiday retreat. 

A place for your things
Give your guests a place to unpack, making 
their stay more enjoyable. The guest room 
in our home did not have a closet or any 
additional storage in the space, so I added 
two IKEA Pax units on either side of the 
bed to give guests a place to hang their 
things as well as tuck away extra pillows, 
blankets and suitcases. We also added a 
vintage walnut dresser to store smaller 
things. The dresser top can double as a 
vanity for getting ready for the day.

A perfect place to rest
We all have our own personal taste when 
it comes to pillows. Give your guests 
some options and they will think they’ve 
checked into a new, luxurious hotel.  
Having a polyester pillow, a soft down 
pillow and a firm choice in the room 
allows your guests to customize their bed 
to ensure they get a great night’s sleep.

Get the chill out
We tend to keep our home quite cool, 
especially at night, but that may not be 
how all of our guests like it. By keeping 
extra blankets or a coverlet in the room, 
our guests can add an extra layer to stay 
cozy. If these aren’t already on the bed 
when your company arrives, make sure 
to point out where they are stored.

Create an inviting space
While your guest room doesn’t have to feel 
like it’s straight out of a show home, it should 
not feel like the last stop for misfit furniture 
either. Pay special attention to the overall 
decor of the room so it’s inviting to spend 
time in. A small occasional chair is a must 
in any guest room retreat. I love including a 
mix of new and vintage pieces; and adding 
a few decorative elements makes the room 
cohesive, comfortable and pulled together.

 

The little things
To ensure your guests have everything they 
need for a comfortable visit, add a few 
personal items to the room. Fresh, clean 
towels and face cloths are obvious, but 
also consider slippers and a bathrobe. A 
basket of things they may have forgotten, 
such as mouthwash, lotion, lip balm and 
hairspray will make your guests feel even 
more welcome. Add a special touch by 
including the latest edition of their favou-
rite magazines, in case they need to steal 
a quiet minute away from the crowd. 

In-Home 
Haven
A space for guests

A small occasional chair is a 
must in any guest room retreat

Added 
storage allows 

your guests  
to unpack

By Rosalyn Lazaruk
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A Bleak Mid-Winter  
Date Night
Connect with your significant other 
and stay warm at home.

Fresh spinach, 
sweet pepper 
and onion are 

delicious topping 
alternatives



LifeinCreekwood.com   15   14   CreekLife | winter 2018

I
read somewhere that in general we 
use 15,000 words a day. Studies seem 
to indicate that women use more 
words than men – regardless, there 
are some days I just don’t want to talk 
anymore. At least, not to strangers. 

It’s fair to assume I’ve used up my quota.
So when date night looms and I’m 

feeling all out of words, I don’t want to go 
out. Oh, I love my husband and I really do 
want to connect with him but I just can’t bear 
the thought of making polite conversation 
with the servers at a restaurant, no matter 
how cheerful they are or how good the food.  
I also don’t want to go back outside in the cold 
and darkness of winter after arriving home 
from work to my cozy and serene home.

We’ve all read or been told how 
important it is to be intentional about 
making time to connect with your signif-
icant other – and I don’t disagree. We’ve 
had some wonderful date nights over the 
years, including some we’ll never forget.

One of our most memorable was 
in Paris – duh! I think part of the magic, 
aside from the fact we were in Paris, was 
the happenstance of it all. Quite unex-
pectedly we discovered that our hotel was 
very close to a Michelin star restaurant, in 
fact just across the street, and we could get 
a reservation that evening. We dined on 
6 courses of the most delectable cuisine, 
all paired exquisitely with wine. We spent 
more on that single meal that we did on 
our sofa, but it was worth it. That was 
2008, but we still remember the evening.

Fast forward to 2018 and for me 
the words “bleak mid-winter” are the 
best descriptors of how I feel about 
the time and place we find ourselves 
in. But, I really do want some quality 
time with my husband -- sans kids, 
dogs, extended family, or technology. 

We’ve found a way to keep it 
special but stay at home. Believe it 
or not, it involves frozen pizza.

I eat gluten free and the best one we’ve 
found is Sabatasso’s four-cheese pizza in 
the frozen food section at Costco. We use 
that as the base. We add some favourite 
toppings: salami or pepperoni or ham, 
sweet peppers, mushrooms, olives, basil, 
cilantro, asiago, cheddar, bacon. It really 
depends on what we have in the fridge.

The key is to use a pizza stone to cook it. 
We found a good-sized round stone for $15 
in a grocery store, making it an inexpensive 
addition to our kitchen. Regardless of the 
cooking instructions on the pizza, put the 
stone in the oven during the pre-heat stage 
so it gets hot. When the oven is at 400F, slide 
the prepared pizza onto the stone. After 15 
or 20 minutes, lower the temperature in the 
oven to 325F. We prefer it to be crispy but 
not overdone and the lower temperature 
will achieve that without burning the edges.

We usually add a salad and because 
we don’t want to spend time in the kitchen, 
a clamshell of arugula is our first choice. 

Prepared dressings are easy but  
here’s our favourite home-made one.  
You can make it earlier in the week –  
it keeps well for a few days and the 
flavours have a chance to meld. 

If any food preparation effort 
is too much for a stay-at-home 
date night, try the Canadian Eh! 
or the Creekwood Meat Lovers at 
Creekwood Pizza. I wouldn’t natu-
rally be inclined to think that pizza 
from inside a convenience store 
would be good – but it really is!

We usually add a bottle of wine to 
our evening but since I don’t feel qual-
ified to tell you what to buy, I checked 
with Gurvinder Bhatia, Quench Magazine 
wine editor and Edmonton wine guy. 
He suggested Navarro Lopez Old 
Vines Tempranillo ‘Pergolas’, Valde-
penas Spain or Tenuta S. Anna Lison 
Rosso (Merlot/Refosco dal Peduncolo 
Rosso), Veneto Italy. Both are readily 
available and well under $20.

Easy food, nice wine, time 
with your significant other, and 
you get to stay home. I can’t 
imagine anything better. 

Fennel Salad Dressing

¼ c cup olive oil (for a special treat 
try one that’s infused with lime)

2 tbsp minced shallots (or green 
onions if you don’t have shallots)

3 tbsp lemon juice (squeezed 
or from a bottle)

2 tsp liquid honey (President’s 
Choice Orange Blossom is fantastic) 
or you can use maple syrup

2 tsp Dijon mustard (or try  
The Jam Lady’s Beer Mustard) 

1 ½ tsp crushed fennel seeds 
(best to buy whole seeds and grind 
them with a mortal and pestle)

¼ tsp sea salt

¼ tsp freshly ground pepper

We’ve found 
a way to keep 
it special but 
stay at home. 
Believe it or 
not, it involves 
frozen pizza.
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G
rowing up in central Mexico, 
Mariel Montero-Sena and 
Humberto Hernandez- 
Cordova dreamt of one day 

using their culinary talents to bring the 
flavour and comfort of Mexican home 
cooking to international audiences. 

They first spoke to CreekLife in 
early 2015 as they settled in to their 
new home and prepared to make their 
greatest dreams a reality.  After years 
of working in Canadian kitchens, they 
opened HUMA Mexican Comfort on 
the corner of 99 Street and Argyll Road. 

Culinary stars enjoy the flavour and charm of life in Creekwood

Since then, they’ve been hard at work.
 “There’s always something happening 

at HUMA – new recipes, changing the 
menu – we’re always working hard to 
make the Mexican magic happen,” 
Humberto laughs.

At the end of a long day in the 
kitchen, Mariel and Humberto look 
forward to escaping the rush of the city 

“There’s always something 
happening at HUMA”

By Lisa Catterall

Meet the Neighbours:
Mariel and Humberto

and the heat of the kitchen when they return 
to Creekwood. Their three-bedroom home 
is a quiet refuge where they enjoy hosting 
friends and family or spending time with 
their Boston Terriers, Lucho and Luna.

“What I love most about Creekwood is 
the combination of living in the city while 
still being close to nature,” says Humberto. 
“And there’s always something to do. I love 
being outside with Lucho or riding my motor- 
cycle in the summertime. But even in winter 
we still see lots of people outside, like our 
neighbours’ kids playing, or people walking 
their dogs. It’s a good place to be active.”  

The Creekwood
Family Neighbourhoods’

Family Day Frolic
Sunday, February 18, 2018

12 – 5pm  |  Chappelle Way & Chappelle Road  
in Creekwood & Creekwood Collections

HOT
CHOCOLATE

DOG
SLEDDING

SNOW-SHOEING
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Sopa de Tortilla
(large batch for HUMA)
Since opening in 2015, HUMA has been 
recognized as one of Edmonton’s top 
Latin restaurants for its authentic 
Mexican cuisine. Their warm, rich 
tortilla soup makes a great first 
course but is also hearty enough 
to stand on its own as a meal.

Ingredients:
Cooking oil
8 corn tortillas, torn into about 6 pieces 

(or if there are already some dried 
ones hanging around, use them)

a half litre container of garlic cloves 
a half box of plum tomatoes, whole 
7 large onions, peeled and quartered 
8 medium dried ancho chilies, break 

stems off before or after cooking
16 medium dried pasilla chilies, break 

stems off before or after cooking
6L to 8L chicken broth with 2-3 

heaped spoonfuls of Mexican 
Knorr chicken powder

6 leaves of epazote (or use 
¼ cup dried epazote) 

Salt and fresh ground black pepper

Tortilla Strips: 
Cooking oil for shallow frying 
18 to 20 corn tortillas, cut into 

strips about ½ inch wide 

Garnishes: 
Crema or sour cream thinned with 

a small amount of cream
Avocados, peeled and diced into 

½ inch cubes, or sliced 
Queso fresco or panela 

cheese, crumbled

Heat cooking oil in large, wide pot 
(non-stick ones work best).  Fry the next 
six ingredients until some dark spots 
appear on the tomatoes, tortillas, garlic 
and onions (do in two or three batches 
because it will be too much to be able 
to stir if done all at once and you want 
some caramelization on the tomatoes, 
garlic and onions in particular).
Add chicken broth (and dried epazote 
if using). Bring to a boil and cook for 
about 30 to 40 minutes until onions 
and tomatoes are soft. Remove chilies 
to bowl if stems need to be removed 
then add back to pot (add fresh epazote 
leaves here if using). Process with 
hand blender, or in blender in batches 
until smooth. Put through a food mill 
or a strainer to remove seeds and 
skins. Adjust seasoning to taste.

Over the past few years, the couple has watched 
Creekwood grow from the ground up. Today the 
pace of life remains as calm and peaceful as when 
they moved in, but with added convenience. 

“When we moved in here, Ellerslie was about as far 
south as you could go in Edmonton. Now we’ve seen so 
much growth – with 41 Avenue and new shops, it’s nice to 
have more than just the basics close to home,” says Mariel. 

In addition to staying busy at the restaurant and at 
home, Humberto and Mariel are proud to have 
recently achieved one more significant milestone: 
obtaining Canadian citizenship. 

“Passing the exam was another check off our list 
because this is our home now,” says Mariel. “We really like 
this country a lot – I love the blend of cultures. When you 
have people from all over the world, they all appreciate 
different flavours, different spices… and when we bring it 
all together we can really appreciate each other more.”  

LifeinCreekwood.com   19   
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By Eliza Barlow

Chappelle’s newest school embodies 
what Donald R. Getty valued most.

In preparation for opening the new Donald R. Getty School, Principal  
Robert Steenwinkel and Edmonton Public School Board administrators  

spoke to Getty’s widow, Margaret Getty, and Darin Getty, one of the  
couple’s sons, about the values Getty had embraced throughout his life.

The conversation with the Getty family about what was important 
to Alberta’s 11th premier and onetime Edmonton Eskimo came up with 
three words – respectful, active and healthy, or RAH.  

RAH!

From start to finish, Klair Custom Homes 
delivers quality to its buyers. Whether it’s the
unique and functional house plans, top-quality 
craftsmanship or customer relationships, a Klair 
home will exceed expectations. 

Visit us at: 
7405 Creighton Place or 7014 Chivers Loop 
P: 780-265-4300
salesedm@klaircustomhomes.ca

Klair Custom Homes builds stunning, high-quality 
homes with the utmost value that buyers love in the 

beautiful community of Creekwood Chappelle. 

www.Klairhomes.ca
      Klair Custom Homes Edmonton LTD
      klairhomesedm
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F rom those three words, the school’s 
philosophy was created to continue 

Getty’s cherished legacy: When you 
take something on, you finish it. Work 
hard. Respect your fellow students, 
teachers and the school community.

On Sept. 5, Getty’s namesake school, 
a brand new kindergarten to Grade 9 
facility, opened in the southwest Edmon-
ton neighbourhood of Chappelle.

“On any given day it’s a pretty busy, 
hopping place,” says Steenwinkel, who’s 
thrilled to be working at the new school, 
his latest appointment in a 33-year 
career with Edmonton Public Schools.

“The physical plant is absolutely 
incredible, the kids are incredible and the 
staff are incredible,” says Steenwinkel.

The $22.6-million Donald R. Getty 
school was one of 11 new public schools 
to open last fall in Edmonton. Its primary 
attendance area is Chapelle West, while Cha-
pelle East is its secondary attendance area.

Current enrolment is 365 students, 
though the building can accommodate 
around 900 – and given the neighbour-
hood’s growth it likely won’t take long 
to get there, as has been seen in other 
burgeoning southwest Edmonton neigh-
bourhoods. According to Edmonton’s 
2016 municipal census, more than 10% 
of the Chappelle area’s 4,313 residents 
were in the 0-4 year old age bracket.

The two-storey school is designed 
in a V-shape, says Steenwinkel, with the 
front entrance at the bottom of the vee. 
It has two gyms – one large, one smaller, 
and a “learning commons” area – which 
in previous eras would have been called 
a library – complete with a gas fireplace: 
two-paned, so kids are safe from burns. 

“It’s a super popular place for 
kids to cozy up and read their books,” 
says Steenwinkel, adding the school 
is designed to have lots of open areas 
for meetings and breakout sessions. 

As is the case with many new schools, 
there’s no playground yet – just two large 
asphalt tarmacs at the back of the build-
ing – though Steenwinkel says the school 
council has started the fundraising process 
and there are a couple of grants available. 
But the lack of a playground doesn’t mean 
the students aren’t active – they get outside 
every day for fresh air and community. 
This aligns with the philosophy of Premier 
Getty, an athlete and father of four whose 
government established the Family Day 
holiday in 1990 as a way to encourage 
families to spend more time together.

Also in accordance with the RAH phi-
losophy, no sugary drinks are allowed in the 
building, including juice, and there aren’t 
any vending machines. Another interesting 
feature is that the school also has standing 
desks that the kids rotate through, another 
way to stay active throughout the school day.

Of course, technology is part of 
young people’s lives these days a   

THE PHYSICAL 
PLANT IS 
ABSOLUTELY 
INCREDIBLE, 
THE KIDS ARE 
INCREDIBLE AND 
THE STAFF ARE 
INCREDIBLE,”
—Principal Robert Steenwinkel

Principal Robert Steenwinkele

Darin Getty, son of Donald Getty, speaks on behalf of the family
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Donald R. Getty school doesn’t shy 
away from that: kindergarten to Grade 
3 classes have 10 iPads or Chromebooks 
per classroom, while for the older grades 
it’s almost one per student. However, 
staff are focused on helping the students 
learn “online digital citizenship” when it 
comes to navigating the online world.

And they recognize kids also 
need time without those devices.

“We just take a break,” says 
Steenwinkel. “We just step away.”

Chappelle mother-of-three Shannon 
Knudsen says the opening of the school was 
a great relief for community residents.  
After her family moved into the neighbour-
hood in 2012, Knudsen’s daughter had to 
attend school far away near Whyte Avenue 
as Chappelle didn’t have a school. Now that 
the new school is open, Knudsen’s daughter 
will finish out this year at her current 
school before starting Grade 7 next year 
at Donald R. Getty school, where her little 
brother is currently a kindergarten student.

“It was a huge relief for the whole 
neighbourhood to finally have a school 
a couple of minutes away,” says Knud-
sen, adding the neighbourhood seems 
to be chock full of small children.

An additional boon for Knudsen is the 
before- and after-school care at the school, 
provided by Discovery Out of School Care.

“I’m pretty happy,” she says.  
“It’s all amazing.”

Chappelle already had a great sense of 
community and in its early days, was almost 
like a small town, says Knudsen. Finally having 
a school has only enhanced the community 
feel. She and her family love the quiet, the way 
the streets are laid out, the walking paths and 
ponds – and her kids love the toboggan hill.

“Now that the school is open it will 
attract a lot more people into the neigh-
bourhood,” she predicts. In fact, she and 
her family are looking for a bigger house 
but are adamant it will be in Chappelle; 
in fact, they’d like to move even closer 
to the school than they are now.

Knudsen likes the school’s big 
windows and “unique design” and appre-
ciates the fact that the little kids get to 
mingle with the older grades. “I think 
that dynamic is important,” she says.

Curious community residents are 
welcome to check out the beautiful new 
school at its next open house on March 8, 
2018, at 6:30 p.m. – or any time they like. 
All they have to do is give the school a call.

In September of 2018, the 
school will start to become available 
for community use, once it has its 
inaugural year under its belt. 

“We hope the community uses it and 
takes advantage of it,” says Steenwinkel.

Be sure to say hello to Principal 
Steenwinkel, who himself espouses 
the principles of Premier Getty: in 
fact, Steenwinkel is doing this inter-
view from his own standing desk.

“We eat well, we exercise 
well, we sleep well,” he says.

RAH! 

LUXURY LIVING AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE

SHOWHOME NOW OPEN
CITYHOMESMB.CAVISIT 8237 CHAPPELLE WAY OR CALL 780.757.3566
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TAILS  AND 
         TRAILS

Creekwood resident 
Percy Chorney takes 
us through his world.
Dogspeak translated by Adrianna MacPherson
Photography Liam MacKenzie

Okay, so the first thing you  
need to know is that, in addition to 
being a good boy (a fact verified by many 
sources, I’ll have you know), I’m also 
of considerable size. My mom says I’m 
about 107 pounds, according to the vet. 
So, as you can imagine, I need at least  
an hour of exercise a day — and the  
best way to do that is a walk. Luckily,  
I never get bored on our walks because 
we go different ways all the time and 
there’s a lot of exciting things to see 
right here in our neighbourhood.  
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know that all the streets in my neighbourhood  
start with a C — Chappelle, Cooper, Crawford — 
so even if I went out without my mom, I wouldn’t 
get lost. It’s always more fun to go places with a 
friend though, so I stick with her. I mostly let her 
decide the routes, although sometimes I try to 
pull her in a particular direction if a scent catches 
my attention or if I spot something unusual. Or 
if there’s a squirrel to be chased. Also, there are so 
many fun ways to go that sometimes I just can’t 
decide, so it’s easier to just let her pick left or right.

Chappelle Way is one of my favourite roads 
to walk on because you pass about a million parks 
and there’s a lot of lakes. Well, mom says they’re 
“storm water management facilities, so our home 
won’t get flooded” – whatever that means.  All I 
know is that I can splash in them, when she lets me, 
so they’re a good addition to the neighbourhood 
in my opinion. My mom definitely did a good job 
choosing where we would live — it’s quiet and 
peaceful and there are so many spots to go. And 
the pet store is only a short drive away, which is a 
relief because that’s where all the treats come from.

One of the things I love most about our 
daily walks is that I get a chance to check out 
the community, run into my pals and see how 
everything is going in the world. They recently 
built a school in the neighbourhood, and on 
our walks, we saw all the stages as it was being 
constructed. I don’t know too much about 
tools — my paws are a little clumsy. It seems like 
they did a really good job on it though. There 
seems to be other cool things being built still, 
so I’ll be keeping an eye on those projects too.

 I love walking with my mom, but I also 
love when we run into my friends — Karma, 
Summit and Abby, Will and Kate, and Chase and 
Zoe. Don’t even get me started on Dexter — he’s 
a character. I could list more but I don’t want to 
make you feel badly in case you’re not as popular 
as I am — people love me, I know that because 
they always tell my mom when they think I 
don’t hear, but I do. She also tells me I’m a good 
dog all the time and I would have to agree. 

I don’t even have to go too far to find a 
friend. My pal Harlo lives right next door, and 
we see each other all the time. He goes on a lot 
of walks too. My mom also has eight nephews 
and I go to the park and run around with them 
because they have lots of energy just like me. 
You can never have too many friends, I say. 

Now, it’s not all fun and games, you know.  
It’s important to give back to your community — 
that’s why my mom decided to help me get certified 
as a therapy dog. I visit a senior’s home every week, 
and have been to school with my mom. For some 
reason, rubbing my belly and petting my fur makes 
people feel happy and relaxed. I’m not about to 

complain. I still don’t have my official therapy dog 
vest, though — I’m in phase three of my training. 
My mom takes me all over the place with her, like 
to the bookstore and hardware store. Maybe one 
day I can visit that school we passed all those times 
— I always wondered what it looked like inside. 
Anyway, let me tell you, it is a lot of work, but I’m 
very much looking forward to all the new places I 
can visit and all the people I can make happy. Also, 
that vest is really snazzy.

There’s a ton to do 
right here in my neigh-
bourhood, but sometimes, 
if my mom knows she’s 
going to have a long day 
at work, she’ll take me on 
a day trip to Creekside 
Pet Boarding & Daycare. The kennel manager 
Rachelle is always nice to me, and I get to 
make new friends. It’s like a mini vacation. 

If you love walks, you should make your 
human take you to my neighbourhood, because it’s 
really fun. I promise to say hello (and also not to 
run too much faster than you if we race in the park 
on account of I don’t want to make you feel bad). 

FAVOURITES:
Weekend activity: 
Hanging with my friends 
at the dog park

Daily activity: Long 
walks; also, looking 
out the window

Celebrity: Scooby Doo

Must-follow Twitter 
account: @dog_feelings

Food: Everything

Colour: What?

“He makes a lot  
of people’s days.”
—Karlene Chorney (my owner)

I’m not the best reader,  
on account of I’m only 3, but I do

Percy visiting a seniors home
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Who: Halloween Spooktacular 
showhomes event

What: In celebration of the Halloween 
season, Creekwood showhomes hosted a 
scavenger hunt with fantastic prizes and 
complimentary food and beverage.

When: October 29th, 2017

Where: Showhome parade in Creekwood

In the ‘Hood

Meat St Pies 
served delicious 

snacks for 
attendees 

Anna Talbert

Angela & David Vlbanski

Chris Chan, Cory Chan, Melissa Bylhouwer, Aaron Niesner 

Ken & Bev Kreklau

Jerry Lo, Amanda Hall

Andrew Rachinski
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BUILDER Q & A
City Homes 
Master Builders

City Homes Master Builder, an 
Edmonton-based new home builder, 
has a wealth of experience in building 

beautiful homes for the Edmonton market 
and is excited to be creating your next home 
in Caspia in Creekwood Collections.

Why did you choose to build in 
Creekwood Collections?
We are very excited to be involved with 
Creekwood Collections – this is a unique 
opportunity for us to be the exclusive builder 
in an area (called Caspia) that is close to estate 
homes. Beyond the honour of being chosen by 
the developer as the exclusive builder, it also give 
us an opportunity to showcase the full extent 
of our ability to deliver high quality, high 
design townhomes for clients at a great value. 

What range of home designs 
do you offer?
The Caspia development offers buyers three 
luxurious townhome floor plans to choose 
from and all three designs are right around 
1,460 square feet. All models feature upgraded 
stainless steel kitchen appliances. We’ve paid 
attention to the little details that you won’t 
likely find in a home at this price point, 
such as triple pane glass, Low-E windows, 
programmable thermostat and stylish black 
exterior trim, including garage doors. 

Who are your  
homes built for?
These townhomes are ideal for the 
first time home buyer or those who 
are looking to downsize from their 
existing single family homes. 

What should someone  
who purchases one of  
your homes expect?
City Homes’ motto is, “Come discover 
the difference.” Every person who comes 
to one of our showhomes will be able to 
see how well-designed our floor plans 
are and how well-built each home is. 

This, of course, will be the same 
experience any City Homes client has, 
whether they are walking into their home 
the first time or the thousandth time.  
What surprises our clients the most 
about owning a home built by us is the 
exceptional after-sale service we 
offer clients. 

“The only other thing 
I try to do different 
is bring my “small 

town values” into our 
business, where you can 

walk down the street 
and everyone knows 
your name and your 

reputation is everything. 
I try to bring those same 

values and attributes to 
our customers 

and employees.”
- Jay Shipton, 

President of City Homes
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What can you tell 
readers about your 
company’s history? 
City Homes Master Builders is 
an Edmonton-based company 
and has been in business since 
2012. But, that is not when the 
leadership of the company built 
their first home. Jay Shipton, 
President of City Homes, has 
worked in the housing industry 
exclusively since 1995 in many 
different roles and capacities.

Jay started City Homes 
with the knowledge that he 
could build a better home 
at a more affordable price 
and ever since building his 
first home under the City 
Homes banner he has proven 
that time and time again.  

Is there anything else  
you would like readers  
to know about the  
townhomes in Caspia?
For those who are not familiar 
with our development or the 
neighbourhood, they should 
know how accessible it is to 
major roads, a new school 
and community amenities. 
You really need to come to 
the showhome to see what a 
great neighbourhood Creek-
wood Collections really is. 

What charities or local  
organizations do you 
support in Edmonton?  
Why?
For years, we have worked 
closely with local Food Bank 
celebrity Can Man Dan to 
raise donations of cash and 
food as well as awareness for 
all the wonderful things the 
Food Bank does for our city. 

SHOWHOME OPEN
8237 Chappelle Way
Edmonton, AB
780-757-3566
Caspia@CityHomesMB.ca

Caspia homes are a short 
walk from a beautiful 

green space
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